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Say YES, Wokingham’s SEND youth forum meeting
6 May 2026
Eighteen young people joined us to talk to Julia Bedser, Wokingham’s Local Offer to get young people’s views on the Preparing for Adulthood video we are making together.
Young people loved the video, but some thought the captions should be slower to give young people time to read them and maybe the video could be shorter.
We then discussed the SEND Reforms that are being planned across the UK.
Training for teachers:
Young people would like teachers to have training in:
· Being more patient
· Learning young people’s areas of need and how to help this.
· Understanding PDA – don’t just say “Shush”
· Don’t treat us all the same – not every autistic child is the same.
· Understand Tourette’s – don’t tell young people off with Tourette’s- they can’t control it.
· Remember that we have other issues to deal with as well as our additional needs.
How to Improve Schools:
· Make the day structured so we know what we are doing when.
· Allow phones
· Let students write what we want when it is time to do writing (as long as it is not bad language). This helps make it less boring.
· Be aware of behaviours and the way others talk to us.


Parent Carers said

· Young people are individuals and teachers need to understand the individual’s needs.
· Teachers need to understand masking. Young people may do what teachers want and not say that they are struggling at school.
Next session
Wednesday 24 June 6 – 7:20 pm with a Dominoes takeaway. 
RB 
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