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Say YES, Wokingham’s SEND youth forum meeting
18 March 2026

Eighteen young people joined us to talk to Anna Cook, a Participation Officer Wokingham to get young people’s views for the SESLIP SEND Children & Young People Voice Project. SESLIP is the South East (of England) Sector Led Improvement Programme. This is what young people said:
1. “Do people listen to you?”
[image: ]
	Yes
	4
	25%

	Sometimes
	6
	37.5%

	No
	6
	37.5%

	Total
	16
	



2. “When you say what you think, does anything change?”
[image: ]
	Yes
	4
	25%

	Sometimes
	9
	56.25%

	No
	3
	18.75%

	Total
	16
	


 
3. “Are you involved in decisions about your life?”
[image: ]
	Yes
	10
	58.82%

	Sometimes
	6
	35.29%

	No
	1
	5.88%

	Total
	17
	




4. “Do you feel like what you say can help make things better?”
[image: ]
	Yes
	9
	52.94%

	Sometimes
	4
	23.53%

	No
	4
	23.53%

	Total
	17
	




5. “Tell us something you are proud of.”
[image: ]
“Learnt how to wrestle a sheep”
“Brush my teeth”
“Going through chemo”
“Having name mentioned in Parliament”
“Powerlifts”
“To go to Legoland”
“Made really good biscuits”
“Can do a back tuck back handspring in gymnastics”
“How well I do in my practice exams!”
“Crocheting”
“My football team won the champion league! (Woodley Saints)”

6. “What would help adults (schools, NHS, SEND teams) listen to young people more?”
[image: ]
“Learning about SEND”
“More experience with SEND kids”
“More understanding and empathy”
“More help in college”
“Patience & concentrate on the students not only the learning”
“Surveys”
“Places you can talk to them privately”
“Mum to tell them what to do”
“Just to listen”
“Listen to the parents”
“Stop telling children off”
“Stop winding us up”
“Want teachers to be more caring”
“Giving QR codes to schools and colleges”
[Parent’s view] “Stickers on surveys are helpful for some young people, others find it better to verbalise”

7. “Are there groups or activities you can join where you live?”
[image: ]
	Yes
	11
	57.89%

	Sometimes
	7
	36.84%

	No
	1
	5.26%

	Total
	19
	



“Want groups for Autistic Girls”
“When it comes to adult life, I want my parents to have an idea and choice about what I do with my life”
[Parent’s view] “Parents find this stuff out for their kids – young people aren’t aware of the research that goes into it – it's not always an easy process”
Next session
Wednesday 6 May 6 – 7:20 pm with a KFC takeaway. 
RB 
26/03/26 ramona@me2club.org.uk
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